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Distington Big Local Ltd /Partnership Board Meeting 

Tuesday 6 August 2019, at 2pm 
Distington Community Centre 

 
Present:  Rhoda Robinson (Chair), Julia Powley, Norma Pritt, Josephine Greggain,  
Annette Whitehead, Karen Hodgson, Sue Hunter, Alan Hunter, Elaine Ismay, Margaret Hilldrop, 
Pete Duncan, Ingrid Morris and Lindsay Bodman 
 
Apologies: Alison Boyd 
 
200.19 Welcome The Chair welcomed everybody. 
 
201.19 Conflict of Interests None.  
 
202.19 Minutes of Previous Meeting Were passed as a true record 
 
203.19 Treasurer’s Report JP issued the report to the meeting.  The accounts are from April 2019 
to date.   
 
204.19 Land Development IM – The results of Housing Need Survey were received and circulated 
to the Board.  The costs for this will come out of Copeland Borough Council’s Community Housing 
grant.  The company we used for the mail shot (Selectabase) sent the survey out to Distington 
addresses in error.  They have since refunded us these costs.  IM thanked all those who helped 
sorting surveys into newsletters.  JP – we need to know the demand for affordable housing.  IM - 
JP’s comment was forwarded to Andy Lloyd and he will try and get that information from the 
survey. 
 
Elliott’s have now been appointed as our Employer’s Agents on the project.  Although they weren’t 
the cheapest, it was felt that they were the best people for the job as they have many years’ 
experience of working on projects of this size and complexity.  Given the fact that we are a 
community group with no prior experience of housing development, this is what we need.  Halsall 
Lloyd Architects & Designers have been appointed the architects on the scheme to take us to full 
planning and beyond.   
 
Last week SH and IM gave a presentation to officers and Councillors from Copeland Borough 
Council and Cumbria County Council with a remit for housing.  They were very interested to learn 
more about our project, the progress we have made to date, and are very supportive of it.  PD also 
attended and there was a strong cross section of Council attendees.  It was very positive. 
 
Last week was our first Land Development meeting since appointing Elliott’s and HLP and it feels 
like the project is gathering momentum and progressing at quite a pace.  Elliott’s will minute the 
meetings.  Once we have received these, IM will forward KH a copy.  PD advised need check the 
minutes when received as they can use a lot of abbreviations.  Ensure you have full explanations.  It 
is a learning process for us.  Remind the professionals that you are a community group. 
 
A bus has been booked to visit Wigan on Wednesday 21 August 2019 to view similar developments.  
 
Craig Bradley of Homes England will be here on 4 September 2019 to chat with IM and SH. 
 



We had a request from a local resident to clear the growth of weeds etc on the land.  RR contacted 
a local farmer to arrange this.  The work has been carried out.  A local resident from next to the 
Community Centre kindly arranged the removal and replacement of the concrete blocks.  SH – 
what is happening about the caravan that is blocking the access road? It needs to be moved to 
allow for access to site for surveys etc.   RR has visited the owner to ask them to move the caravan 
but owner was not in. It was decided to write a letter asking for the caravan to be moved.     
ACTION: IM to write letter to caravan owner. 
 
205.19 Transfer of Access Road and Leasehold on Land Mrs Thornely’s Land Agent, Matthew Bell, 
advised that they are waiting to hear back from their solicitors.  The land in question has other 
assets in the immediate area that the Thornely’s don’t want to give up.  ACTION: IM continue to 
follow this up. 
 
206.19 Dodd & Co has advised that our application to the Charity Commission has not been 
submitted yet and that there is currently a 3 month waiting list for the Commission to process 
applications.  JP – why have they not submitted Charity Commission application yet?  IM – Joanne 
who covers this work is on holiday.  ACTION: IM to chase Dodd & Co 
 
207.19 Garden & Village Maintenance Ronnie and Paul continue to be busy with gardening and 
other jobs.  Ronnie will do some servicing work on the big mower. 
MH – Weeds are growing between tarmac and kerb on Kilnside.  In fact, this is an issue in most 
parts of the village.  AW – Does Ronnie charge extra (for petrol) for tip runs?  IM – Yes.  AW – There 
have been some loads I have seen him take that make me wonder that as looked very dirty and I 
was concerned for Ronnie & Paul.  IM – Ronnie is good at advising people if there are things he is 
not happy to take board. ACTION: IM/LB to ask Ronnie to remove weeds. 
 
MH – Did the issue of the building materials and rubbish by the new bungalow on millennium 
Green get raised with the Parish Council?  KH – Yes.   
  
208.19 Walking Project IM Initially after a good start, numbers for this project have dropped.  We  
have changed the time from an evening to an afternoon walk but still have had no takers for the 
last 3 weeks.  It has been widely publicised, and may have to fold if we don’t get any takers. It is 
disheartening for volunteers who find time in their already busy schedules to lead the walks. 
Discussions were held about people’s availability during school holidays, it was decided to look at 
the possibility of doing the walks on a monthly basis starting in September, some children have 
attended but the project is mainly aimed at reducing loneliness and promoting wellbeing so really 
the target group is adults.  ACTION: RR/JG to speak to KG and let office know 
 
209.19 Men’s Group This has been running for 2 weeks now and we have had three people attend 
to date.  Hopefully this number will increase over time.  We get two daily papers and there are 
playing cards, dominos, chess, indoor bowls, tea and coffee and hopefully some crack.  IM – Those 
who attend are keen.  AW – May be better attended in winter.  IM – Carl Cooper is happy to try for 
a few weeks.  The idea of providing bacon butties may help more men join. 
 
210.19 Fareshare This has moved to DCYP over the summer holidays to accommodate additional 
activities taking place during the sessions, i.e. activities for children and support from Citizens 
Advice and Credit Union. The scheme has again been widely publicised in the village and the 
surgery to try and attract residents who may be in need but have not yet accessed the scheme. 
Over the summer additional food is being bought to make specific meals which has been 
distributed with each bag along with the food we get weekly for the project.  To date ingredients 
for Tattie & Corned Beef Hash and Pasta Bake have been distributed along with a recipe card.  This 
has come out of the #Iwill funding which Citizens Advice & DCYP helped the group to apply for. 
Ingrid & Lindsay are continuing to support this project, with any issues they may have. The long 
term aim is that they set up their own community group to run it sometime in the autumn / winter. 
CAB has sourced a cupboard to store food and equipment in for the group, which is now in the 



library.  Thanks go to Christine for hosting Fareshare at DCYP and also her commitment and work 
on the project as well that by Citizen’s Advice and Credit Union.  
 
211.19 Foodbank The holiday food packs scheme is being run during the school holidays for people 
who are eligible.  We have been advised by CAB that not many people seem to be able to access 
this.  Vouchers are accessed via the school and the concern is that more could possibly be done to 
ensure there is uptake by those who need it. JP – The village school has been promoting this well.  
Some families are going to Foodbank at Whitehaven and Workington to collect their holiday food 
packs as they are more anonymous.  Packs can be collected at any Foodbank locally. 
 
212.19 Afternoon The ‘Lunch Club’ ladies are putting on an Afternoon Tea on Wednesday 14 
August at 3 pm. Distington Big Local is covering costs, and the money raised will go to charity, in 
this case the Community Centre extension.  
 
213.19 History Pin Alternative Lindsay is continuing to liaise with Local Trust in the hope of getting 
a replacement organisation to work on this project with us.  There is the potential that Local Trust 
can work with the National Archive to bring communities together.  This is still in the early stages. 
 
214.19 Board Resignation Paul Tharagonnet has resigned from the Board and Land Development 
group due to private, personal reasons.   Thanks go to Paul for his work at Distington Big Local. 
 
215.19 DBL Grants We had one application for the last Grant Panel meeting.  This was for the 
Community Chest from Distington ARL.  They have been awarded £400 for equipment for the Youth 
Team. 
 
216.19 Big Local Connects 13 & 14 September 2019 There is now availability on this event if 
anyone else would like to attend.  The transport arrangements to the event will need to be 
changed due to Paul leaving the Board. KH/EI are happy to take the train from Whitehaven. 
 
217.19 Any Other Business A representative from Distington Surgery came to the latest Land 
Development meeting. It’s good to get their expertise in what may be beneficial in a scheme for the 
over 55’s.  There is a possibility of building a treatment room in the new build as it would help them 
with their shortage of space, provide potentially new services and some revenue income for the 
scheme. 
 
A thank you letter was received from Distington Community Centre for the donation of £10,000 
towards their centre refurbishment. 
 
Sellafield want projects for their Community Outreach Day in October (for their new intake of 
graduates to take part in).  The project has to be happen on a set day (6 October 2019), involve 6-8 
Sellafield trainees and take place indoors.  Following a discussion, nothing specific sprung to mind. 
Closing date is 19 August 2019. ACTION: IM to forward info to other groups. 
 
Emma Loveridge (NatWest Community Banker) has written to DBL offering talks/drop in sessions 
on how to avoid scams.  It was discussed that Evergreens/DCYP/Pat Nelson for Wednesday coffee 
morning/Lunch Club/Rugby Club would benefit from this.   ACTION: IM to give forward info to 
other groups.  Emma has since confirmed that she will be visiting Lunch Club on 8 November 
2019. 
 
A question was asked about the potential play park by Hinnings Rd.  RR – This has been talked 
about since we first started and it would be wonderful if we could to deliver on this.  ACTION: IM to  
contact Clinton Boyce at Copeland again. 
 

The next AGM will be held on 18 October 2019 with a 7 pm start (tea/biscuits) 
Date of next Board Meeting: 10 December at 2 pm in the Mabel Knowles room 
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